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Like them or not, multiple choice questions are a checked the wording of their questions more 
fact of educational life, and to argue their value m carefully in view of the pitfalls they discuss in their 
a book review is out of place. The sixteen-page mtroductron (and others not mentioned by them). 
discusston on the role of MCQs as testing and It is difficult to write unambiguous MCQs. Publish 
evaluative tools at the begmning of this book is, I a ‘how it should be done’ section in your book, 
suspect, equally out of place. and the difficult becomes almost impossible. 
Intended for preclinical medical and dental 
students for self-assessment and self-tuition, the 
book contains over 500 MCQs in Biochemistry. 
The questions cover six major SubJeCt areas - 
Structure, Metabolism, Enzymes, Nutrition and 
digestion, Physical biochemistry, and Oral and 
clinical biochemistry - and each is m the form of 
a statement (or questton) with four possible 
answers. For some questtons selecting the correct 
answer requires no more than a good memory, but 
for the majority memory recall must be combined 
with logical thought, deduction and/or simple 
calculations. 
Secondly, I think students may fmd the price 
(E7.50) rather high. Although on a ‘cost per ques- 
tion’ basis it compares very favourably with 
O’Sullivan and Smith’s book ‘Multiple Choice 
Questions in Biochemistry’ (Edward Arnold, 112 
questions, &2.50), it IS half the cost of a full stan- 
dard textbook! 
The second part of the book contains the 
answers, set out concisely and helpfully. The cor- 
rect answers are given, there are brief comments 
about the answers (referring to correct and incor- 
rect choices), and there are a number of references 
to standard textbooks. 
Finally, I was concerned about the author’s 
claim that the MCQs m the book “cover all the 
biochemistry subject matter common to either 
undergraduate course” (i.e., 2nd M.B. and 
B.D.S.). They don’t and they can’t. Fortunately 
the claim occurs m the Introduction, which 
students will probably skip. 
This is not a book which I would strongly 
recommend, but I do suggest hat students glance 
through It m their bookshop - they might find it 
useful and some may even have the cash to buy it! 
I have three reservations about this otherwtse 
satisfactory book. Firstly, I wish the authors had E.M. Evans 
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Protein phosphorylation has been implicated in 
virtually every type of biological phenomenon in- 
128 
dicatmg that the functions of a very large number 
of cellular proteins are physiologically regulated by 
